BOOK REVIEW/Jack Kavanagh
GUIDE TO BASEBALL LITERATURE

Here's the answer to a baseball bibliophile’s prayer... and many
questions. When we leamed in the April SABR Bulletin that Anton
Grobani had published his seven year research project, ““Guide To
Baseball Literature’’, we rushed in our order.

We are very pleased with this book about other baseball hooks.
What faults we find in its organization are such that we can’{ really
propoge a better way to have done it. What ever way you separate
into catepories leaves some items metiting inclusion in more than
one.

One value established by this book is that it provides a standard
cataloging system and numbering index. There is a prefix number
(1 to 33} to establish the category, followed by another set of num-
erals which follow a chronology more or less. The listings run
through 1972 so these identifications can be expanded in future
editions.

To baseball publication collectors this will now serve as a ready
reference much as the Card Collector’s Catalog coding does for
those who glibly identify early tobacco issues as T-206. Applying
that technique to *‘Guide To Baseball Literature’’, Leonard Koppett's
‘*The Thinking Man’s Guide To Baseball” will be referred to as
2-36.

““Guide To Baseball Literature” now identifies items for collectors
by establishing that they do exist (somewhere) and can be sought
for. Perhaps the greatest value will be to provide competent iden-
tification of books offered by mail, in auctions, etc. in collector
publications. We have several times paid more than we should for
something with a promising title which was a disappointment we'd
have avoided had we a better idea of its content.

The author has done an absolutely fantastic job of ideatifying
publications of the past. He has even dug into the periodicals which
have proliferated so much; included paper cover items, booklets, etc.
" The scope of the project was so vast it is inevitable that some minor
works have eluded the author's search. Absent from periodicals is
“‘Fogels Baseball Magazine” which was a short lived publication
(we've seen Vol. 1, No. 4) produced by Horace Fogel, once a sports
writer, then the owner of the Phillies, who was forced oul of the
league by the other owners following his charges of bias apainst
National Leapue umpires and the league president in 1912,

However, it is a commendation of the scope of Anton Grobani’s
research that you have to look to such a minor item fo find any
kind of an omission. )

“Guide To Baseball Literature’” belongs in the hands of any
serious collector of baseball books and other publications. It will
save searching for non-existent items {*Who's Who In Baseball”
which didn’t appear between the first in 1912 and the next in 1916,
for example}. We will hope for an updating every five years or so.
With this basic work now established, the future historian and col-
fector will have a reliable guide to the many publications, both -
major and minor, which have besn printed in the past.

Ed. *‘Guide To Baseball Literature" is available from Gale
Research Company, Boock Tower, Detroit, M1 48226. 363 pes.,
hard bound, $15.00.
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a few of my own ratings that | feel were accidentily omitted in the EI rosters.
i Here they are: QOtis T-1; Vukovich SD-38; R. Jackson SD/T-1 (that is

Game Designer: Jack Kavanagh

'22 BROWNS WIN (T!
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1974 FINAL STANDINGS

TEAM W L GB HOME RUN LEADERS
1322 Browns g 3 - Hodges (1935} 7
1929 Cubs 8 3 - Hornsby (1929) 6
1927 Yankees 7 4 1 Covington {1557) &
1969 Qrigles 7 4 1 Mathews (1357) 5
1957 Braves 7 4 1

1939 vankees 7 4 1 PITCHING — WINS
1955 Dodgers 6 5 2

1946 Cardinals 5 6 3 Kelp (1922} 3-0
1961 Yankees 4 7 4 Matone (1929) 3-0
1969 Meats 4 7 4 Conley {1957) 3-0
1563 Dodgers 2 9 & Cuellar (1969) 3--0
1506 Cubs 1310 7

L OSSES

PLAYOFF GAME R H E
i Brown (1906} D-3

1522 Browns 4 7 2 Taylor (1906) 0-3
Blake (1929) 0-3
1929 Cubs 28 0 Spahn (1957) 0-3

Daley (1961) 0-3
HR: Tobin, P. Collins, K. Williams Podres (1963) 0-3
WINNING PITCHER: Shocker

LOSING PITCHER: Blake

ONE-TEAM RECORDS:

MOST RUNS IN A GAME: 16 (1955{vs.1929)}

MOST HITS IN A GAME: 20-(1955(vs.1929))

LEAST HITS IN A GAME: 2 (1963, 1906)

LEAST HITS IN A WINNING CAUSE: 2 — 1906 beat 1969 0's, 4-3.

TEAM HOME RUNS SHUTOUTS
1806 1

1922 8 Ford (1961)
1927 8 Ruether (1927)
1929 17 Townbridge (1957}
1933 10 Wright (1522)
1946 2 Cuellar (1969)
1955 20 .
1957 21

1861 15

1863 7

196% O 11

1369 M 8

TOTAL: 128

M. Faulk: First of all, let me say | am an Ei fan. 1 wish to discuss a few
matters; 1} How many issues are left oa my subscription? 2) Enclosed is

one of my SUMMER LEAGUE NEWSLETTERS. In regard to the susvey in the :
January issue, | would like to see a section on replays and leapues. Also
possibly a classified section; this would help form PBM leagues. 3) 1 have

obvious); Millan MK; Bonds 5D/T-1. 4) | am glad H. Washingtor is an AAR-
few people realize that he is not deserving of an 3. He stole 29 bases, but
was caught 16 times, not by anxl means an outstanding season. Sincerely,
Jon Landsman, Valley Stream, NY

Ed. 1) We have begun placing the date of all subscriber's expiring issues
after their names un the address label for TTS. We'll leave it up to you
puys from now on to keep up with your own expiration dates. Afl addresses
should be converted to this form by the next issue. 2) We have printed Jon's
newsletter above. We will try to print as many repiays as space will ailow
in each Tssue and we will zllow free space te anyone wishing to publicize
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FROM THE GRANDSTAND MANAGERS

We'll reprint below a few letters containing guestions about “‘EI”
that we’ve received in the past lew moaths. The lead-in commettary

is by GAMECRAFT and the answers are due te Jack, If the answers °

seem briefer than usual for Jack, it's because o1 ihe haphazard pro-

cess we have of lorwarding questioning letters to him for a possible |

answer, when and if he has the time.

The first letter is itom Peter Nocerini, Milwaukee, WI, a news re-
porter for a suburban newspaper, Everyone piease note the compli-
ment about our quick service. Thal proves we don’t always lag
behind., However, we're not quite sure of what Peter meant by
stating thal he expected it to come a weel later, Perhaps ke has
ordered 1rom us before.

Dear Sirs: First of all, thank you for the quick shipment oi the
Extra Innings game. 1, quite honestly, had been expecting it to
come a week later. [ the past severa! days I have been reading
over the instruction sheets and 1 have several problems.......

STRIKE OUTS BY BATTERS ~ Is there an adjustment for PK
and MK baiters, as there is for P¥ and MW batters? This is im-
plied in the second pasagraph of the ‘'Strike Outs By Batters™
section, but it is not spelled out as it is in the “‘Walks by Batters™
section. Please advise me. ANS: (We goofed. 't'his section
was omitied {rom ihe instructions. We’ll reprint Jack's di-
rections {rom *‘L1 Newsietter,”’ Vol. 3, MNo. 3.} A baiter
rated MK wit! be one who strikes out on fess than 19% of
his outs. A baiier ratea PX will be one who strikes out on
more than 30% of his outs.

Ay ‘outs’’ we mean those ilmes he is retired or, hy
Litting into a force play, causes an out anu is charged a
Ltimwe at bat.

Wwhat we'll do is subiract hiis from at bats and regard the
remainder as outs. There’il be sowe at bats included when
the batier reached first on an error. However,. we are not
provided stats which tetl us tliis. 5Since major league teams
iield at less than 2% errors (and many of ihese are made on
plays on runners other than the batter, ete.), it doesn’t ma-
terally effect thie way a haiter is retired. .

Now, for a reasonably effective way io employ the Mii
and PX factors without creating a mechanical monstrosity.
when an MK piayer is at bal, reduce the pitcher's strike
out lines by hali. If the pitcher's K ratingis 6-1-1(a
strike out onall roiis beiween 6-1-1 and 6-6-6) when he
faced an MK player it would be 6-4-1. Loils between 6-1-1
and 6-3-6 would be reaa {rom the Second itoil Chart as they
appear and not converted into s for the pltcher.

For the PR rated batter we'd add hali as maay lines io
the pitcher's strike out lines. If he was rated 6-1-1, when
Resgie Jackson ot any PK batter was at the plate they'd
ineredse 0 5-4-1 and any fovm of put out on the Second
woll Chart wouid be regarded as a strike out.

INJURIES - [ quite f{rankly can’t figure that section out —
can't see how it all works together. The “First Roll”” section
under 2-2-3 to 2-3-4 says “‘Ali have limiling conditions relating
to Second Roll action.”

Then tum to the *“First Roll Chart'’ itself. 1t lists, irom 2-2-3
to 2-3-4 the various siteations usder which injuries take place.

Now tum back to page 7 and check out the “‘Injuries”’ section.
Undemeath the charts that tetl how long ordinary players are
shelved, special layoif periods for pitchers are listed. Pitchers?
According to the limiting conditions in the First Roll Chart, it
is impossible for pitchers to become injured unless they do so
as batters or runners.

Now check the ‘‘Injured Player' subseclion, the last paragraph
belore the ““Ratiag the Players'’ section starts. Events are
listed here (such as catcher injured at a play at the plate} that
are completely inconsisient with the First Roll Chart limitations.

Could you please clarily all this for me? Am I missing some-
thing in the instmctions or whal? ANbG: If there are any in-
consistencies in this aspect it resuits froul Oiy owa
ambivilence. As my own use of the game is for re- . |
pidy purposes, using each feam's actudl zawies played,

ai bats, innings pitched per prayer, I don’t uiilize this
phase. I incinded it because I'm aware that some table
ganers like it for extra drama, gamesmanship, etc.

in the next ([inai?} edition of **&I", I'il aiter the instruction
on ihe [irst Holl Chart for 2-3-4 o read: njuwy te runner on
a put out at first base; il third out of the inning, injury to
player covering {irst base.

This'll give the piicher a chance to get hurt.

SPECIAL DOUBLE PLAY RANGE — Do vou use this with the
same procedure used for tie regular double play situtation? Speci-
tically, can a batler’s hit erase a DP in this situation too? Do you
go to the Double Play Chart to find out the scoring {assists, etc.)
ot the play? — obviously, the one runner is out, but do you follow
the same scoring as.on the DP Chart? ANS: Yes, a batter's hii
erases the DP, INo, aiways score it 6-4-3. Yes, advance
other runners not involved in DP. ithat happened was that
ihe original design of DPs was mathematicaily pure for team
UP totals. However, the idea of having an ensuing base hit
cancel the DP reduced the toials. So, by adding in the Spe-
cial OP Range, I got back the nusbers { was losilg. Teams
are now registering DPs quite close to team iotals; variables
are UPs resuitipg from a failure to score on a wouid be sac-
rifice fly and a strike out in a hit and run sitnation with the
runner being thrown out. - goth resuit in DPs heing registered
and bothresulis from optional choicesby the manager.

TRIPLE PLAYS & THF FIRST ROLL CHART — Here [ only need
to know exactly what ‘It [ollowed by In. F. iais fly ball”’ means. '
Is it “infield fair fly ball”? This reters lo the listing on the First
Roil Chart. '

As 1 said, 've only had time to play half a game since receiving
the game. You may be very AMUSED TO LEARN THAT i used 10
men in my batling order — it wasn’t intended that way but that’s
what 1 iound out when locking over the scoresheet. Seems that [ :
chose {wo shortstops. . ANS: An In F Fair Fiy Saitl is a reading |
trom the second chart of a3, 4, D, or 6 (first baseman, second
vaseman, thira vaseman, short stop) making an unaided put out |
of a ball which is not a foul out, Virtually all triple plays
starl with a line drive to an infieider. T

I think that covers the yuestions. I guess there’'s no end
as every time you stitch up one thing, it seems o unravel
another.

Anyway, we're going to continue working on the game today
{minus one of my shortstops). Al this point my 1969 Baltimore
Qrioles are leading my wife's '69 New York Mets. The Mets ended |
Dave McNally's no-hitter when the tirst batter of the game, Ed
Kranepool, singled. Cleon Jones shipped him o third on another |
singe, Kranepool then scored on Ed Charles’ sacdfice tly to lefl. !

Bul I managed to grab 2 2-I lead in the third inning off Tom ;
Seaver (natchl). Andy Etchebarren opened the inning with a walk. |
After Dave Johnson and McNally flied out to right, Mark.Belanger, |
one ol my two shorisiops, doubled in Etchebarren and Don Buford |
-followed by siagling in Belanger. Frank Robinson tlied out to |
left to end the party. | got two mnners on base in the fourth with
iwo out and my-wiie did the sdme in the fittn but nothing come of;
it. :

i
H

First abservations: This is an extremely complex game. ['m |
well satisiied that it is very realisfic and that a lot of work has |
gone iato it. It's a simple game in that it goes without the need:
less complications i have seen in other pames, thank God. i

} just haope I'm going to be able to remember all the possibili- |
ties involved in the game. My best hope, | guess, is to read and:
retead Lie instructions and try to memorize that whale big book. |

Anyway thank you for wading through all three pages. When
write in the tuture, I'l} try fo be briefer and [ ope to have lewer |
questions. o
And | promise to use only one shortstop in the lolure.
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the formation of a league using a Gamecraft game such as “EL"" The more
leapues that are formed, the more games that we sell; and the more games
that we setl, the more money coming Into Gamecrafi. 3) We're always
getting letters with disagreements on the subjective ratings. (They're

done hy Sack, incidentally.} We'll print opinions but we won’t argue about
them. Jon is definitely coerect about tilian, however. He should e an MK.
4) On behalf of Jack, thanhks.




