EXTRA INNINGS HEWSLETTER

Game Designer: Jack K avanagh

FROM THE BENCH/Jack Kavanagh

Every six weels ar so Jerry Faulk sends a 9 x 12 envelope contain-
ing letters from table gamars asking questions abeut ‘‘El'". Jerry tries
te flatler me into responding, cagily suggesting ideas offered might be
worked into a future edition. Actually, he's loath to try to find
answers to guestions asked among the pages of fine print. Yet, much
of the material which reaches me deserves mare than just the reply it
gets, it rates appreciation for some very useful ideas. A majority of
the useful ideas fall into the “‘over-kill'’ area which we try to avoid.
Before 1 share some of this material with you remember, for better or
worse, we hold certain geide lines. These are: the game is designed
ta be played in a half hour or less so the table gamer can accomplish
enough games to establish league stats of his own. We've nothing
against more intricate games, whether they be ‘‘pitch-by-pitch’ or
trace the movement of the ball from bat to player to player, etc. Such
games serve a devotee who is furned on by a closer simulation (in
length of time spent playing a table vaersion).

We resist utilization of stats which are not contained in MacMii-
lan's ''The Baseball Encyclopedia’’ or Neft's “‘The Sports Encyclo- ©
pedia: BASEBALL.' What's good for Catfish Hunter has to apply
equally to Matty and Walter Johnson; stats measuring the effect of
Johnny Bench's thrawing arm must aiso he available to compare far
Dickey, Cochrane and Kling.

Let's work our way thru the mail pile. Here's an easy one to incor-
porate into your games as it anly reguires your imagination to do so:
Any batter rated an $ is considered to have hit a home ren inside the
park when it is exactly the top of his hitting lines. Or, you could make
that on any 1-1-1 {(doesn't affect the chances and is easier to remember.)
It also doesn’t affect  the outcome of the game but adds a dollop of
realsim. Additionally, | always seem to envision a tape measure job
when one of the highly productive home run hitters tags one on a 1-1-1.

I'm going to give credit for that Tdea to Albert Romano of Uniontown,
PA. He listed about 15 questions in his letter and, to simptify my ans-
wer, | returned his letter to him. If I've innocently plagiarized some
kindly table gamer of his neat idea, let me know and we'll place kudos

- where they belong in the next issue.

Brad Biando, Albany, N.Y. questions the fact the runners don't ad-
vance on infield hits. | think the problam here is that 1've envisioned
such hits as those which handcuff infielders, not topped roller. In the
first instance a runner would probably not try to advance. Now that
Brad has brought attention to the matter | can't see why the instruc-
tions '‘Effect On Base Runners'' on page three of the *'EI'' text can't
be applied to infield singles. You'd have to accept that a runner on
first would move to second on the infield hit. Other than that, you've

g0t a means to learn who has handled the ball (bottom of column one,
page 4) and the logic of movement on ground outs seems just as ap-
propriate.

Grepg Hanchett, Succasunna, N.J., speaks out boldly apainst having
“El'" adopt individual playing cards. His perceptions are 50 like ours
{tho’ we didn't coach him in this) wa'll quote from his letter: ...l
feel that using individual playing cards for Extra Innings would he a
mistake. It seems that every review of *'E1'’ | have read says that the
only flaw of the pame is "'the lack of individual playing cards.'” What
the surveys fail to say is that you have one of the few games on the
market that doesn't need them. The other games need the casds be-
cause the batters’ codes are secret and every dice possibility must
be shown......' E1' team charts only have to be refered to maybe onge
every four or five dice rolls......In other pames the playing cards are
referred to every roll of the dice.

Gregg goes on to detail more of the tedium invelved with keeping
track of the cards. Myself, I've alse contended that thase who began
with a game which utilized cards, such as AP3A or SOM, become ac-
customed to the presense of individual cards. For some whose imagin-
ations are perhaps more rampant than most they become personalized and
tangible.

There are a number of letters here which, one way or anothet, take up
the problem of rating players in the subjective areas: base stealing,
hase advancing and defense, good, bad and limited. This keeps coming
up and | guess we're going to have to try and do a definitive reply and
have it appear as an article in TT5 and then mail it as a reprint. That
is something of a cep out and we try to reply o everyone personally . . .
but there comes a point when you tire of explaining that fialding percen- |
tages are not the only way you measure defensive skills. If Jerry
will provide the space . .. next issue of TTS.

Hzare's a new idea of my own which I've been using in my pames and
find quite gratifying. |'ve been bothered by the dearth of assisis to
vutfielders and, as they've only occured when a runner was-out trying to
stretch or trying, unsuccessfully, to advance after a fly ball, these have
been garnered hy outfieiders randomly.

What | do now is have a runner attempting to advance thrown out by a
T-1 outfielder, rather than inhibited, when the white dice is a six. If
the Advancing On Singles and Doubles Chart advises a runner goes from
first to third on a hit, but has an asterisk indicating the advance is
limited to one base if a T-1 outfielder is in position, we have the runner
out at third if the second (white) dice rollad is a six. This gives the
T-1 outfielders the edge they deserve in this calegory, puts more
‘‘gamesmanship’’ into the play, and, in two handed play, provides an-
other reason for the manager of the trailing team to '‘play safe.”” In
that situation ali runners are fimited to one base advances and the
chart isn't consulted,

Another alteration I've infroduced (already yet, since the Tifth edition)
is applied when, after an error has been sigraled on the first roll, the
second roll produces a one on the white (second) dice on a ball hit to an
SD rated fielder. When that happens the error is erases and play fol-
lows as though there'd been no error signated. What this does is provide
a logical advantage to the superior defepsive fieldar. As arrors are now
produced as a team statistic, the removal of some in this way compen-
sates for the introduction of errors via tihe Stolen Base chart and the
Sacyifice Bunt Chart.

Despite our deepest thinking about Extra Innings when we are
editing a new edition it isn’t until we actually play out a schedule
that flaws appear. Right now we are having a grand ofd time re-
living our early teen years (vary vicariously). In 1933, using the
then current Goudey haseball cards, we made up rosters for efght
teams, assigning them ficticious names. If you cara: Warriors,
Gophers, Wolves, Spartans, Generals, Falcons, Terriers, and Blues.

We used & game we made up with a deck of cards. It would've been
possible for me to have acquired a copy of “’National Pasttimg”’
waich came out in 1931 and have had the first real life game. Who
knows, 1 might have salvaged that game instead of Richard Seitz.
Asitwas, in those depression years | was lucky to have a dog-
earred deck of cards to use. Like thousands and thousands of young
sters (and not-su-youngsters) before, then and since, | made up my
own game. Aces, dueces and treys were strikes, fours and fives
pop ups, etc. | shuffied the deck after each hatter as there was
only one heme run card (king of hearts) and | wanted every batter

to have a chance to hit one. 1 suffered the predictable disappoint-
ments; Rabbit Maranvilie hit four hame runs in one game and Babe
Ruth went a 50 game season without one. Cart Hubbefl never won
and Henry Johnsen (a household name) never lost. After a year or
so | began to discard real names and substitule surnames selected
from the phone book. After ail, did it matter if Sidney Bronski hit
-400 or .0407 Alsp, | telescoped those aces, deuces, and treys

from strikes and discarded them and assigned sixes and strike outs
and eights as wailts, removing twe sixes and two of the eights.
Notice what I'd done? 1'd removed 16 cards from 52. What's that
leave? Thirty six! And how many dice combinations are there

from two dice of different colors (or size)? Right . . . thirty six!
And, how long did it take me to realize that? Not when | was 13, 14,
15, efc. Not when | was in college or the armmy during WWIL, Not dur
ing the several years my new bride wondered what sha'd married
when | sat at the kitchen table stitl shuffling those damn cards.

No... ttwasn't until { was 30 years old and dug out the game to



see if [ could tailor it into 2 ““real life'’ game that it dawned on me
to replace the 36 cards in use with a pair of dice. Incidentally,
"‘EI'"" has no felatipnship to that earlier gama.

What | row had, 1 realized several months ago, was the game |
should have had in 1933, So, | went hack in time. | sorted the
Goudey cards inte eight 23 man squads {it just works out} and now
those fictitious teams of yore are playing once again. You can
imagine how pleased 1 was wien Babe Ruth, playing, as are all,
to 1932 stats, hit three home runs in the very first game. Hubbell
is 6 -1 atthis time. In all, the players are performing as |'d expect
them to. Also, ¥'m back to playing “‘EVU’" and that's really the only
way | am ever comfortable about testing improvements in the play of
the game.

BUBBLE GUM CARDS WANTED

Pm afraid this is going to be read as a “put down” by many
of my collector friends who are serious about their hobby of
collecting baseball cards (football, hockey, basketball, ete.,
too).

Hawever, at the Adeline LaPlante Memorial Center, a shel-
tered workshop for retarded teenagers and adults, we find they
are very much enjoyed. My own sos, Brian, mildly retarded and
paraplégic, has made a major hobby from his cards. He sorts
them by teams, positions, uniform numbers, etc, etc. At The
Center we find these cards make great *rewards” for clients
{many of whom are bussed each day from the State Institution
for the Retarded and have no opportunity to acquire cards on
their own). The thing has really caught hold and, despite
checking flea markets and yard sales, I just can’t bring in
enough cards. .

From time to time we find older cards and these we market if
they have any real value to collectors. We put such ““profits”
into sports equipment. A shoe box of gum cards from the 1930
was tumed into softhall uniforms, including shoes.

So, if you've got an out grows collection or accumulation,
we could use it...any vintage...any condition. Please send to:
Jack Kavanagh, Executive Director, South County Chapter,

R.L Assn. for Retarded Citizens, P.0. Box 56, Peace Dale,
Rhode Island 02833. :
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It was approaching two in the morning. Tom Snyder was talking
to Hugh Downs and | was sitting on the couch in my pajamas -- cat-
culator, data sheets, records of the Man and his 24 major opponents
before me, I had rounded the final bend and was gutting it home, as
when | ran the mile in high school, but this was different. This was
a race that had gone on since 1968 and had taken me to libraries
and book stores in New York, Boston, Louisvilte, Laurel, Richmond,
Miami, St. Louis, Atlanta, Dallas, and even to The Library of Cong-
ress. | had ripped my fingers open countless times on thousands of
rolls of microfilm in moldy sections of libraries. (Even naw my thumb
has such a gash.} 1 had chased leads down more blind alleys than
§ could ever remember. | had read opinions, rumors and facts and
tried to sort through all of them. Only now had | come to the place
where the Man would come alive before me. The library at Florida
State University had recently acquired a new set of old newspaper:

that had given me a new burst of hope and | got my second wind. |
had warked hard -- eight hours today, ten yesterday, eight the day
before. My right arm is sore from tusning the microrsader, my right
gye has been twitching for a weel from reading that projection with
my nose stuck against the sereen. And now it was coming to the
finish line. 1 would know just how good he was. | would see him
came alive.

Oh, yes! I've long knawn what he leoked like. That picture of the
lithe, supple bedy sparring with Jack Jeffries hefore the Jefiries-
Joknson fight was in my mind. The sleek white toreador pants and.
stodgy flat-battomed shoes were in my mind. 1 could take out my Smm
film and look at him if | wished, but | wanted more. And finally the
moment had come. He was coming alive as his ratings developed.
Ten years and hundreds of dollars kad led to this moment. Joe
Cheynski had come ative. Qut of the past through the miracle of
records, film, and formulas there he was - the man who supposedly
KQed Jack Johnson in 1901. ’

t have no special feeling for Choynski. In fact, | don’t know what
this obscene obsession is, that drives me to try to know about him
or any other boxer. However it serves 1o indicate why we claim that
"'no cards wilt be issued without sufficient information.” Some of
our competitars claim to be the ultimate or most advanced, and yet
they have Ali throwing body bfows and Patterson lasting ten rovnds
with Liston. § think its time they got their hands dirty in
some moldy back-reams of libraries to find cut what really happenad.
Meanwhile, Choynski lives. And since no one couid gver pay me
adaquately for the decade | worked on this one boxer, here he is for
free.

H NC 1888-1904 5'11 168 2.4
c JOE CHOYNSIU
' 33
C B
NZW

3 TKo/CUT 3
4 KimnN/ 4
5 5 THKO
] § K
7 7 K/TKO
8 ]
9 JABS T Kl
10 -+ 10 K
11 11 K1
12 12 Kim
13 1 13 N
14 2 14 N/CUT/IND
15 15 CUT/INJ
16 INJ/3 16 INJ
17 K/MN/IND /L 17
18 K/N1 18

DOES HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF?

Data Boxing Ring Neo. 11 Replays Entire Gloved Heavywaeight History

When Jim Corbett defeated John L. Sullivan in 21 rounds in 1882
he became ihe first of 25 gloved heavyweight champs. (We're in-
cluding Marvin Hart and Jimmy Ellis though some de not.) Fram
1882 through the Ali-Shavers bout in 1977 there have bheen 25 champs
and 135 title contests. Two champs, Patterson and Ali, rewon the
title. Louis held the title the longest, eleven years, and had the
most wins, 26, Other major titlists in years and wins were Ali —

9 and 21, Dempsey - 7 and 7, Jeffries - 5 and 7, and Patterson - 5and
a.
1 don’t know why Millard Wells did it, but he has completed the
most interesting project in boxing history -- including both actual
bouts and hypothetical replays. Up in Rockford, |llinois in Data
Boxing Ring No. 11 he has replayed the entire histary of the gloved
heavyweight title. He even went back ten years to 1882 when Sul-



